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Bristol Bay Watershed

Assessment

 Purpose:

- Characterize the biological and mineral resources of the Bristol Bay
watershed

. Increase understanding of the potential impacts of large-scale
mining on the region’s fish resources

- Inform future decision-making

« Scientific Ecological Risk %soggrasnspent evaluating potential
impacts associated With: piese

« Large-scale mine construction and operation [
« Accidents and failures

« Three-year scientific assessment effort
 Independent external peer review
« Stakeholder and public engagement
« 8 public meetings
« 2 rounds of public comment — over 1.1 million comments
« Tribal consultations
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Pebble Deposit 404(c) Process

« 2/28/14: Initiation by EPA Region 10 - “15-day letter”
 Consulted with Corps, NDM/PLP, and State

- 7/18/14: Proposed Determination released (PD) by EPA Region 10
- 8/12-15/14: 7 public hearings in Alaska
» Comment period closed 9/19/14

(b)(5): Deliberative

« EPA Region 10 will withdraw PD or prepare Recommended Determination (RD)

« Final Determination (FD) by EPA Assistant Administrator for Water
« Consult again with Corps, NDM/PLP, and State
- Within 60 days of receipt of RD, issue FD affirming, modifying, or rescinding RD
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Options —

Before March 20, 2017

(b)(5) Attorney Client Privilege
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